
Oh, Brave New World!
Utopia and Dystopia in Literature

Oh, Cowardly Countdown!



_ _ _ _ _ 

• A dog running backwards through a big rock 
concert.  (5)



_ _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ 

• Carnival features one in bizarre drag with a 
planet on the outside.  (5, 4)



_ _ _ _ _ _ 

• Free from the terrible curse around the orient. 
(6)



_ _ _ _ _ _

• Your average spiritualist.  (6)



Utopia
• Essentially, utopia means “good place” and dystopia means “bad place.”	


• A utopia has come to represent an ideal way of life; an ideal country.	


• Utopian literature generally falls into two types:	


• ideal country discovered by a traveller	


• future fantasy which is technologically advanced	


• Some famous examples of utopian literature:	


• Utopia  Sir Thomas More	


• Erewhon  Samuel Butler	


• Gulliver’s Travels  Jonathan Swift



Real Utopias

• Orwell witnessed societies being founded on a set of ideals.	


• Spain	


• Nazi Germany	


• USSR	


• Throughout 20
th
 century, attempts were made to build new, better societies:	


• China	


• Israel	


• Iran	


• The EU	


• Will 21
st
 century see attempts at creating Islamist utopia?



Dystopia

• Dystopia is the opposite of utopia and has come to 
represent a society that readers find abhorrent.	


• Dystopias are often set in the future and can function 
as “warnings.”  	


• Our moral and intellectual responses to dystopias are 
disagreeable.



Extract: p29
The sun had shifted round, and the myriad windows of the Ministry of 
Truth, with the light no longer shining on them, looked grim as the  
loopholes of a fortress. His heart quailed before the enormous pyramidal 
shape. It was too strong, it could not be stormed. A thousand rocket 
bombs would not batter it down. He wondered again for whom he was 
writing the diary. For the future, for the past -- for an age that might be 
imaginary. And in front of him there lay not death but annihilation. The 
diary would be reduced to ashes and himself to vapour.  Only the 
Thought Police would read what he had written, before they wiped it	

out of existence and out of memory. How could you make appeal to the 
future when not a trace of you, not even an anonymous word scribbled 
on a piece of paper, could physically survive?

How does this extract develop the setting of the novel?



Extract p30
Curiously, the chiming of the hour seemed to have put new heart into him. He was a lonely ghost uttering 
a truth that nobody would ever hear. But so long as he uttered it, in some obscure way the continuity was 
not broken. It was not by making yourself heard but by staying sane that you carried on the human 
heritage. He went back to the table, dipped his pen, and wrote: 	

	
 To the future or to the past, to a time when thought is free, when men are different from one another 
	
 and do not live alone—to a time when truth exists and what is done cannot be undone: 	

!
	
 From the age of uniformity, from the age of solitude, from the age of Big Brother, from the age of	

	
 doublethink -- greetings !	

!
He was already dead, he reflected. It seemed to him that it was only now, when he had begun to be able	

to formulate his thoughts, that he had taken the decisive step. The consequences of every act are included 
in the act itself. He wrote:	

	
 Thoughtcrime does not entail death: thoughtcrime IS death.	

!
Now that he had recognized himself as a dead man it became important to stay alive as long as possible.	

Two fingers of his right hand were inkstained. It was exactly the kind of detail that might betray you.

How does this extract develop the setting of the novel?



Have you read/seen?

• Blade Runner	


• Brave New World	


• Minority Report 	


• The Running Man	


• Surrogate	


• The Handmaid’s Tale	


• Bend, Sinister	


• A Clockwork Orange



Conventions of Orwellian dystopias

• Leader claims to be interested in the welfare of citizens.	


• A secret police exists to control the citizens.  Most 
cooperate voluntarily.  Rule by fear.	


• Regime is brutal and tolerates no dissent.  	


• Society is stratified; those at the top have privileges. 	


• Key technique early in text is “defamiliarisation.”	


• Technology is a key tool of control.	


• Unfulfilling and abhorrent from the reader’s perspective.



Plot structure (1)

• Protagonist, who is a non-conformist, living in conflict with 
the conformist society.	


• Consider basic plot development:	


• Exposition	


• Complication	


• Climax	


• Resolution	


• Consider other plot theories (eg Todorov)



Plot structure (2)
• Exposition is lengthy.  	


• Reader is uncomfortable.  Unfamiliar with setting.  Few details revealed.  
Interest is piqued.	


• A number of chapters reveal details about the setting.  	


• Plot-wise, little happens: events illustrate character or setting and show 
that the protagonist is an outsider.	


• Complication.	


• Obvious: the protagonist conflicts with setting.	


• Crisis and denouement.	


• Often ends badly for protagonist.  Often a “disillusionment plot” and 
protagonist is defeated by the system.



Tasks - think

• What is the dominant tone in Part One and how 
does Orwell create this tone?	


• What is the tone in the first two chapters of Part 
Two and how does Orwell create this tone?	


• Why is Part One so long (107 pages) considering 
very little happens other than exposition?



Tasks - homework

• Set yourself a suitably challenging task and 
complete it brilliantly.	


• IOP	


• Guided Literary Analysis	


• Essay	


• Use the aims/targets/feedback from recent work.



Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?



The matter of credibility

Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/7301669.stm 



Surveillance
• banks	


• supermarkets	


• shops	


• this building	


• traffic lights	


• speed cameras	


• average speed cameras	


• ATMs	


• petrol stations



Telescreens

Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/london/7229926.stm 



Source: http://thenextweb.com/asia/2011/07/05/china-to-deploy-huge-big-brother-surveillance-network-with-ciscos-help/ 





Source: http://www.dvice.com/archives/2012/06/1984_tech.php 











Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/8270934.stm 







Source: http://www.ridingthebeast.com/articles/verichip-implant/ 







We have always been at war with...

• Eastasia 	


• Eurasia	


• the terrorists	


• Afghanistan	


• Iraq	


• Syria?	


• Iran?	


• North Korea?



Thought Crime

• Hate-speech and hate-crime laws.	


• Laws on “incitement to racial hatred.”	


• Liam Stacey jailed for 54 days for tweeting abuse (2012).	


• Laws on “incitement to religious hatred.”	


• Holocaust denial is a serious crime in Europe.	


• Ernst Zuendel - was sentenced to prison for denying the 
Holocaust.  (2007)	


• Is this punishment for disagreeing with the "official" version. 
2+2=5	


• Climate-change denial.



Big Brother is Watching You
• GPS	


• Microchip implants – pets	


• Electronic tagging of criminals	


• Digital voting at elections	


• Selling data for marketing purposes	


• Warranty cards	


• You must register before proceeding	


• Please enter username and password	


• Electoral roll – occupation	


• Biometric data on passports	


• Photo car licence plate at petrol station	


• “Black box” option for drivers	


• Flybuys - collect member points	


• Credit cards	


• Pop-ups, cookies, cache…



Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?



Source: http://www.davno.ru/soviet-posters/stalin.html 



Source: http://www.davno.ru/soviet-posters/stalin.html 



Source: http://www.davno.ru/soviet-posters/stalin.html 



Source: http://www.davno.ru/soviet-posters/stalin.html 



Source: http://www.davno.ru/soviet-posters/stalin.html 



So can it really happen?

•  	


•  	


•  	


•  	




2 + 2 = 5

• Key element of satire is ludicrous 
distortion.  The obvious untruth of 
2 + 2 = 5 emphasises the power 
the state has to compel its citizens 
to believe the impossible.	


• It’s also true.  Orwell may be 
referring to the USSR’s Five Year 
Plans.  The first FYP was achieved in 
4 years, ergo 2 years + 2 years = 5 
years.



2 + 2 =

• In some editions of the novel, 
in Part Three, Winston traces 
on the table 2 + 2 =	


• This is not what Orwell wrote 
but it may reflect that Winston 
is not truly a broken man. 	


• Since Orwell did have Winston 
write 2 + 2 = 5, the ending is 
clearly not supposed to be 
ambiguous.



The Commissar Vanishes

Source: http://polishgreatness.blogspot.co.nz/2012/02/ww2-propaganda-war-of-words-part-3.html 



Quiz for chocolate

1. What was King George VI’s name?	


2. In what month did the February Revolution 
take place?	


3. What was King Edward VIII’s name?	


4. In what month did the October Revolution 
take place?	


5. What color is the black box on aircraft?






