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Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard English 91479: Develop an informed understanding of literature and/or language using critical texts
Resource reference: English 3.8B
Resource title: Through a critical lens
Credits: 4
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Develop an informed understanding of literature and/or language using critical texts.
	Develop an informed and convincing understanding of literature and/or language using critical texts.
	Develop an informed and perceptive understanding of literature and/or language using critical texts.


Student instructions
Introduction
Your interpretations of texts are enriched when you apply a “critical lens” to the text. Critical lenses include analysis, criticism, reviews, commentaries, documentaries, and literary and linguistic theory.

This assessment activity requires you to read a literature and/or a language text (primary sources) and critical texts (secondary sources). You will apply your information literacy skills to develop an informed understanding of the literature and/or the language text and then present your understanding in an essay.
You will work on this project during in-class and out-of-class time.

You will be assessed on how well you show an informed understanding of the primary text or topic using critical texts.
Task 
Choose a primary source and critical lens

Your primary source is William Shakespeare’s Hamlet.

Choose a critical lens that interests you. Possibilities include:

·  
feminist theories on literature

·  
psychoanalytic theory (Freudian and/or Lacanian)
·     structuralism
Identify secondary sources and gather information

You will need to use critical texts as you frame and undertake your research. 

Using critical texts is a process that involves:
·  
developing a hypothesis or theory to frame an investigation

·  
selecting and using appropriate strategies for locating critical text(s) and processing information from secondary sources (for example, database searching)

·  
reading to locate and select information with discrimination 

·  
evaluating the reliability and usefulness of selected information in relation to the investigation

·  
synthesising information from the primary source(s) and critical texts.
Identify at least two critical texts about, or examples of, the critical lens you have chosen to develop. Sources may be located in libraries, in databases such as EPIC, or on the Internet.

When you have established the reliability and usefulness of your sources, select relevant information from the sources and record it. Also keep a record of your reflections about the relevance of the information you have selected and how you might use it to develop insights about your primary text or texts. Your teacher may use your reflections to monitor the authenticity of your work. You are required to hand in these records with your final presentation. During this process your teacher may act as a sounding board for your ideas and may also offer you advice and guidance.

Develop and present your understanding 

Use the information you have selected to develop an informed understanding of your primary text(s). Aspects of the primary text(s) you may choose to consider include:

·  
thematic strands

·  
relationships between characters

·  
rhetorical devices

·  
syntax.

Decide on a suitable format in which to present your enriched reading of your primary source(s). Possibilities include:

·  
a collection of annotated selections from your primary source(s)

·  
a written report

·  
a seminar.

Make sure the format you choose allows you to develop a coherent, perceptive reading, critique, and/or interpretation including relevant judgements, comments, and explanations that are sophisticated and insightful. Include a bibliography in which you acknowledge all the sources you have used.
Aim to provide evidence of understanding that is discerning, sophisticated, insightful, and/or original.
Assessment schedule: English 91479 Through a critical lens
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student develops an informed understanding of a literature and/or language topic using at least two critical texts. This involves:

· using critical texts in a process that involves:
· developing a hypothesis or theory to frame an investigation

· selecting critical texts

· selecting information and evaluating its reliability and usefulness in relation to the investigation

· synthesising information from primary sources and critical texts

· presenting informed understandings that demonstrate a coherent reading, critique, and interpretation that includes judgements, commentary, and details and/or examples.

For example:
“A. C. Bradley and F. R. Leavis had contrasting views on Othello: Bradley felt Othello was blameless, and Leavis felt Othello was responsible. Othello is a very interesting character who is a mixture of both positions.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student develops an informed and convincing understanding of a literature and/or language topic using at least two critical texts. This involves:

· using critical texts in a process that involves:
· developing a hypothesis or theory to frame an investigation

· selecting critical texts

· selecting information and evaluating its reliability and usefulness in relation to the investigation

· synthesising information from primary sources and critical texts
· presenting informed and convincing understandings that demonstrate a coherent reading, critique, and interpretation that includes judgements, commentary, and details and/or examples that are discerning.
For example:
 “While A. C. Bradley viewed Othello as ‘the most romantic figure among Shakespeare’s heroes’, 
F. R. Leavis completely disagreed and felt Othello was totally responsible for the tragedy of Desdemona’s death. The tragedy of Othello is a mixture of both positions.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student develops an informed and perceptive understanding of a literature and/or language topic using at least two critical texts. This involves:

· using critical texts in a process that involves:
· developing a hypothesis or theory to frame an investigation

· selecting critical texts

· selecting information and evaluating its reliability and usefulness in relation to the investigation

· synthesising information from primary sources and critical texts

· presenting informed and perceptive understandings that demonstrate a coherent reading, critique, and interpretation that includes judgements, commentary, and details and/or examples that are sophisticated and insightful and/or original.

For example:
 “While A. C. Bradley viewed Othello as ‘the most romantic figure among Shakespeare’s heroes’, 
F. R. Leavis completely disagreed and felt Othello was totally responsible for the tragedy of Desdemona’s death. This disregards the complex role of Iago’s plot in the downfall and tragedy of Othello himself, and Iago’s manipulation of Othello and other characters for his own Machiavellian ends.”
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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