Name:  ……………………………………………………………………..…

THE READER  BERNHARD SCHLINK

There is no need to make summary notes for every chapter in the novel.  These are already available online on sites such as www.sparknotes.com   The purpose of this booklet is to give you some practice analysing the details in the text.  It is an important Paper 1 skill and it may also help you with details for your WIT assignment.
Part One

Chapter One

The novel is retrospective.  It is a first person memoir.  The narrator is Michael Berg.  He is 15 years old in this section of the novel and a student at secondary school.  Later in Part Two, he is a law student at university and even later in Part Three, he is a lawyer of several years’ experience.

The first time we meet Hanna Schmitz is when Michael says, “When rescue came, it was almost an assault.”  What does this suggest about Hanna’s character?



Chapter Two
Copy out one quotation that proves this is a retrospective narrative written by an adult some time after the main story takes place.



Chapter Three

Copy out one quotation that suggests Hanna lives in poverty.



Chapter Four
Copy out one quotation that proves Michael saw Hanna as both seductive and awkward.



Chapter Five

Copy out one quotation that suggests Michael was a thoughtful and fairly serious teenager.



The last two sentences of this chapter are very significant.  You may not realise how significant until you finish the novel.  Once you do finish the novel, reread these sentences and see if you agree with Michael.



Chapter Six

Note that neither Michael, nor Hanna planned for him to get dirty with the coal.  When Hanna says, “You can’t go home like that.  I’ll run you a bath,” there is no hint of anything sexual in her actions.  She is more concerned with keeping a clean kitchen: “I don’t need black dust all over the kitchen.”  She seems to treat Michael like a child, which is emphasised by her calling him “kid.”  Their first sexual encounter is depicted as unplanned and spontaneous.  Why do you think Schlink wrote it this way?



Chapter Seven

This chapter ends with the words: “I was happy.  And at the same time, I felt I’d just said my final goodbyes.”  What was Michael saying goodbye to?



Chapter Eight

Reread page 33.  What do we learn about Hanna’s attitude towards education?  Quote proof.



Chapter Nine

This is the first time Michael reads to Hanna: p40.  What do we learn about Hanna’s past?  Do not just summarise her life as described on p37.  What does she mean by saying, “The things you ask, kid!”



Chapter Ten

What is one detail you could use as evidence that Michael is still not yet mature?



Chapter Eleven

Why is Hanna so angry at Michael in this chapter?



Chapter Twelve

On page 60, Schlink writes: “She stopped at the window, looked out into the darkness, at the reflection of the bookshelves, and at her own.”  This is a great quotation to memorise for essays.  Unpack it.  Why is this such an interesting sentence?





Chapter Thirteen

Copy out one short quotation that emphasises how Michael has changed since his affair with Hanna.



Chapter Fourteen
Why does Michael liken Hanna to a horse?


Chapter Fifteen
What makes the final sentence of this chapter effective?



Chapter Sixteen
There is reference again to Hanna wanting to bathe Michael.  What might the bathing symbolise?



Chapter Seventeen
How does Schlink select sentence structures to emphasise Michael’s shock at Hanna’s disappearance?  It is quite obvious on p80.



Part Two (p85)
Chapter One
How does Michael cope with his feelings of guilt and grief?



Chapter Two
Notice how Schlink creates suspense in this chapter.  The first sentence introduces Hanna again but the rest of the chapter tells us nothing more about her.

Chapter Three

Why did Hanna join the SS?



Look closely at the last few lines on p93.  Then compare them with the second paragraph on p98.  How is the language different?



Chapter Four

Copy out one quotation that emphasises Michael’s “numbness.”



Chapter Five

On p104, we learn of two survivors from the bombing and the fire.  What did the daughter do in America and why is this significant?



Chapter Six

Copy out one quotation that emphasises Hanna’s honesty.



Read again the bit where Hanna says, “What would you have done?”  Don’t write anything down but do think about what you would have done.  

Chapter Seven
Here, we learn that Hanna made the girls in the camp read to her.  What happens when Hanna sees Michael?



Chapter Eight

Notice here the artefact that condemns Hanna – a book.  Also notice the reference in the book to a guard called “Mare.”  Is this Hanna?  Reread the bit on p69 when Michael likens Hanna to a horse.  Clever, eh?

Chapter Nine
Another artefact condemns Hanna – again it is writing: the SS report of the incident.  Why, oh why does Hanna not admit here that she cannot read or write?



Chapter Ten
Michael on p131 realises that Hanna is illiterate.  How does Schlink use language to emphasise the magnitude of this revelation for Michael?



Chapter Eleven
Why does Michael not go to the judge and tell him of Hanna’s illiteracy?



Chapter Twelve
Michael speaks somewhat indirectly to his father about Hanna’s case.  His father says something highly significant on p141 that helps explain Hanna’s refusing to confess to being illiterate.  What does he say?



Chapter Thirteen
Michael refers to clichés at least twice in this chapter.  What does he mean?



Chapter Fourteen
Quote one phrase or sentence that illustrates Michael’s “frozenness” again.



Chapter Fifteen

Michael visits the concentration camp.  What does he do on p155 and why is this action so surprising?  



Chapter Sixteen

This chapter goes some way to explaining why Michael uses “numbness” as a coping mechanism.  After rereading the final sentence, try to explain why the numbness worked for him.



Chapter Seventeen

Note Hanna’s dress and why it is another example of her trying to do the right thing but it gets misinterpreted.  Look again at the description of her on p162: “proud, wounded, lost and infinitely tired.”  Just before this, note her action:  “she looked … through everything.”  In what way does this make her similar to Michael?



Part Three

Chapter One

Did you notice on p165 that Michael has “deadened” his thoughts.  Isn’t this a development of the “numbness” he described in Part Two?  On p166, where is the echo of Part One, Chapter One?



Chapter Two

What do readers learn in this chapter about Michael’s relationships with women?



Chapter Three

Quote one phrase/sentence that emphasises or implies Michael’s numbness again.



Chapter Four

In what way does Michael “escape” from reality?  In particular, look at p178.



Can you see the parallels between Michael and Hanna with respect to the concept of “escape”?

Chapter Five

Michael reads again to Hanna, this time, on tape.  After reading this chapter, reread the last eight lines of Chapter Four and below, explain the significance of The Odyssey.  In other words, why did Schlink decide that Michael would reread The Odyssey and not, for example, Pride and Prejudice?



Why do you think Michael makes “no personal remark on the tapes”?



Chapter Six
Look at the language on p186.  How does Schlink choose words that characterise Hanna as we first met her?  (Hard question, but I bet Madoc can come up with an answer.)


Chapter Seven
Why might Michael be anxious about a possible reunion with Hanna?



More importantly, why is this anxiety important to the novel as a whole?



Chapter Eight
Copy out what you think is the most significant phrase/sentence in this chapter.  You may be required to justify your choice.



Chapter Nine

Make note of any echoes you hear with earlier chapters in Part One. (eg Hanna calls Michael “kid.”)


Chapter Ten
Michael learns of Hanna’s suicide.  What do you think of her taking her own life?



What does Michael learn about Hanna from the prison governor?



Chapter Eleven
Why does the woman in New York keep the tea caddy?



Chapter Twelve
Why did Michael write the story of himself and Hanna?  



Did you notice that Michael changes in this from being a reader to a writer?  Why would Schlink do that?  (NB: this is a sharp-sharp question and probably only Noah knows the answer.)
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