ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD 3.2  RESPOND CRITICALLY TO WRITTEN TEXT STUDIED

PERFUME  PATRICK SUSKIND

Characters

Jean-Baptiste Grenouille - Protagonist.

Jeanne Bussie - One of Grenouille's many wet-nurses. She is the first person to realize he has no scent, and claims he is sucking all the life out of her.

Father Terrier - He is in charge of the church's charities. He first thinks Grenouille is a cute baby, but once Grenouille begins to sniff Terrier, the priest is highly disturbed and sends the baby to a boarding house.

Madame Gaillard - She has no sense of smell, so she doesn't know that Grenouille has no scent. In charge of a boarding house, her goal in life is to save enough money to have a proper death and funeral. She sells Grenouille to Grimal after she grows suspicious of him who is able to locate her money (she asks him to locate it when she forgot her hiding place). Ironically, she loses all her money in old age, dies a miserable death, and is not even buried, but rather, thrown onto a heap with other bodies.

Children at the Boarding House - They are repulsed by Grenouille and even try to suffocate him.

Grimal - A tanner who lives near the river in the rue de la Mortellerie. Grenouille works for him from age eight into his early youth until Baldini pays for him to be released.

The girl with the plums - Her natural scent is that of sea breeze, water lillies, and apricot blossoms; it is a rich, perfectly balanced and magical scent. She has red hair and wears a gray, sleeveless dress. She is halving plums when Grenouille kills her as his first victim.

Giuseppe Baldini - An old perfumer. Lacking a gift for it, he merely knows the art of perfumery. He owns a perfume shop filled with a strong amalgam of scents. The shop is so intoxicating that it scares away potential customers; Baldini is too dense to realize this fact. The shop is located in the middle of a bridge, the Pont-au-Change. He takes on Grenouille as an apprentice and becomes rich from the perfumes that Grenouille creates for him. He ends up giving Grenouille journeyman papers, which will help Grenouille in his future travels. After Grenouille leaves him, his house and warehouses plunge into the river below as the bridge finally collapses.

Chernier - Baldini's assistant. He is somewhat younger than Baldini. He knows Baldini is talentless, but still boasts Baldini's skills in hopes that one day he will inherit Baldini's perfume shop.

Pélissier - Never actually appears in novel. He is talked about as the most innovative perfumer in Paris.

Taillade-Espinasse - Marquis, liege lord of a town of Pierrefort and a member of parliament, he is an amateur scientist who develops ridiculous theses (fluidal theory) , which he demonstrates on Grenouille -- feeding him, providing him with new clothes, and giving him the opportunity to create a perfume.

Madame Arnulfi - A lively, black-haired woman of around thirty. She has been widowed for almost a year. She owns the perfume business of her dead husband and has a journeyman named Druot, who is also her lover. She hires Grenouille as her second journeyman.

Druot - Arnulfi's journeyman and lover. He is the size of a Hun and is of average intelligence. Grenouille works under him as second journeyman. Druot is later hanged for Grenouille's crimes.

Antoine Richis - Second consul and the richest man in Grasse, he is the father of Laure.

Laure Richis - A beautiful red-headed girl, daughter of Antoine Richis. Her odour is the fragrance of Grenouille's dreams and is central to his plans of creating a perfume that will make people love him.

Plot summary

Grenouille (French for "frog") is an unwanted Parisian orphan who, having no personal scent, is rejected by others. He develops an extraordinary power to discern odours, and comes to loathe the scent of other people. He becomes apprenticed to a tanner at the age of eight, and after work explores the city. One day he smells a divine scent and follows it, and is shocked to find that the source of this beautiful scent is a young woman, one of the humans he despises. He kills her to preserve the scent, but on her death the divine odour evaporates. He dedicates his life to discovering the perfect scent.

In his quest to isolate and preserve scents, he becomes apprenticed to a great perfumier, Baldini, and proves a talented pupil, making Baldini the most popular perfumier in Paris. But Baldini cannot teach him how to isolate the scent of glass and iron. He falls ill with small pox but, on discovering that techniques other than distillation can be used to preserve such odours, he miraculously recovers and resolves to journey to the city of Grasse to further his quest.

On his way to Grasse, Grenouille becomes so disgusted by the scent of humanity that he spends seven years in a cave on top of the Massif Central. One days he wakes with a start from a nightmare of being suffocated by his own body odour, and realises with a shock that he has no personal scent at all.

Grenoulle journeys to Montpelier where an amateur scientist, the Marquis de La Taillade-Espinasse, uses Grenouille to test his thesis of the "so-called fluidium letale". The Marquis combines a treatment of decontamination and revitalization for Grenouille, and subsequently, Grenouille looks like a clean gentleman for the first time in his life. Grenouille in turn tricks his way into the laboratory of a famous perfumier. There he creates a body odour for himself from the ingredients "cat shit, cheese, and vinegar", whereupon he is accepted by society. But he doesn't want acceptance, he wants to have power and be able to manipulate those within the world who disgust him so much.

Moving to Grasse, Grenouille once again becomes intoxicated by the scent of a young woman, Laure. He decides that she is not quite mature and resolves to kill her in two years time. Meanwhile he embarks on a career of serial murder of beautiful virgins to form a base for the scent he will make from Laure, while at the same time refining his powers until he can preserve any smell.

Eventually Laure's father pieces together the pattern of murders and realises the Laure is to be the next victim. He flees with Laure but Grenouille pursues them and kills Laure, capturing her scent.

He is eventually apprehended and sentenced to death, but on the day of his execution the intoxicating scent of Laure, which he is wearing, overwhelms all present, and instead of an execution the whole town becomes a massive orgy.

Grenouille is pardoned for his crimes, and Laure's father even wants to adopt him. But the experience of the power has dissatisfied Grenouille, because he is not loved for himself, but for the perfume which he created. He realises that he had always found gratification 'in hatred, in hating and being hated', not love. He decides to return to Paris upon finding that the satisfaction that he initially felt has transformed itself into hatred and disgust.

In Paris, Grenouille approaches a group of low-life people (thieves, murderers, whores, etc), who do not notice him approaching. He deliberately douses himself with the perfume he created, while among the group. Overcome with desire, they tear him to pieces and devour the remains. They feel slightly disgusted having just eaten a human being, but they feel overwhelmed with happiness. They are proud of themselves because it is the first time in their lives that they have ever done something out of love.

RESPONDING  CRITICALLY  TO  PATRICK SUSKIND’S  PERFUME   

ESSAY  PREPARATION – THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE
Read the following review/essay as a starting point for discussion and writing.

I was amused by Patrick Suskind's Perfume. Many times I caught the scent of familiar monsters. Initially introduced as some devil's spawn, or demonic child, Jean-Baptiste Grenouille, the fiend, goes through many horrific manifestations. He is seen as a wraith or Invisible Man passing among people unnoticed. He spends some time held up in a dark hole like some Tolkienesque Gollum. Mr. Hyde comes to mind, as well as the killer in "The Silence of the Lambs," who uses the husks of dead women to transform himself. I can also visualize some abominable antichrist or the Devil himself.  At first I suspected a Rosemary's baby, or a Damian from the Omen, but the more horrible situation became apparent: he is a human being. He is that sort of human being capable of unspeakable evil. He strikes fear in those that know him for what he is: the wet nurse, Father Terrier, the children in Madame Gaillard's boarding house, all put distance between themselves and Grenouille.

… I expected him to have desires and passions resembling a debauchery I could relate to. All too soon he has the idea he will boil the fragrance out of young virgins. I envisioned some sadistic cauldron, but I dismissed it as absurd. He tried to distill hair, blood, and fish, thinking he would wrest their scents from matter. I knew he wouldn't flinch when he dumped the gray putrefacted bodies from his giant alembic. He is a ghoul.

When he leaves Baldini's, I sensed the pattern he has been leaving in his wake, but I was unprepared for the swiftness of the destruction. Madame Gaillard's demise was long and lingering, and Grimal the tanner's short and typical, but Baldini's annihilation was awesome. It was as if part of Grenouille's past has been blotted out. Baldini and his house were sucked into some nether region. Instantly.  The pattern repeats throughout, with the Marquis disappearing into thin air, and then Druot being quickly and quietly put to death. It seems they all vanished, like puffs of smoke. Grenouille too. They lingered a while, and then were just snuffed out.

After Baldini's demise, I thought some comprehensible course would follow. Grenouille has journeyman's papers. He will lead some semblance of a life. He will take up work and be some odd, hideous craftsman, strangling and boiling young women in his basement. Then a twist: he becomes a hermit.  High on a mountain he receives demonic revelations.  He tries to escape from himself by re-entering the world.  … 

In Grasse, his existence is nondescript. He blends odors so as to manipulate the common folk. Some cat droppings, and a piece of moldy cheese, and he gets what he wants: anonymity; serivce; pity; position.   Naked, hairless dead virgins litter the coutryside. Readers are not invited to attend. What is he doing? I suspected elaborate vats for denaturing his victims. Again, I am confused about his methods. His debauchery involved only smell.  Not sight. He doesn't look at them. Not sound. He bludgeons them before they speak or while they're asleep. Not taste, or touch. He has no real physical contact with them. It is unnerving that he behaves thus. What is he? He is not human. The Devil perhaps?

No, he is human. He is small, selfish, contemptible, pitiful, cowardly, ugly, useless, malignant, loathsome, etc. Grenouille is all those things each of us can be is we let ourselves. I have seen each one of these traits in myself, and in others. Never for any length of time. And never all at once. But I have seen these things.  In the Isa Upanishad, a sacred Hindu text, it states: "There are demon haunted worlds. Regions of utter darkness." The sages that penned those words were talking about this world. Here, where we live. 

Michael Harkins



Now turn over and take some notes during the class discussion.

SO WHAT IS PATRICK SUSKIND’S PURPOSE?

Choose one of the following statements are use it as the starting point for a developed paragraph that explores the point of the novel.  You may be able to adapt this work for your essay.

· The novel explores perople’s moral complexities and ambiguities.

· Readers are challenged to question their conventional understanding of good and evil as absolutes.

· Readers begin to question the extent to which society is responsible for the actions of individuals.

· Suskind’s main purpose is to expose all belief as folly.  (eg superstition, religion)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

