TAKE A CLOSER LOOK – ANALYSING LANGUAGE
TOOLBOX:  THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF POETRY
Note that this list is not complete and final.  There are far more language features than those listed here, especially when analysing prose or visual or oral texts.  There is no avoiding it.  You need to know them.  Treat this list as a start and whenever you learn something new in class, add it to your toolbox.
Persona
voice behind the poem establishing a point of view (the poem’s narrator)

Diction
choice of words

Syntax
grammatical order of words

Imagery
verbal expression of a sensory detail (visual, auditory, tactile, gustatory, or olfactory)

Symbolism
representation in which an object or action represents something beyond itself

Denotation
the dictionary meaning of a word

Connotation
the implied or suggested meaning connected with a word

Literal meaning
limited to the simplest, ordinary, most obvious, denotative meaning

Figurative meaning
associative or connotative meaning; representational, metaphorical
Metre
measured pattern of rhythm in a line of poetry – patterns of stressed and unstressed vowel sounds

Rhyme
correspondence of terminal sounds of words or of lines of verse 
Pararhyme
approximate rhyme
Apostrophe
a direct address of an inanimate object, abstract qualities, or a person not living or present.

Example: "Beware, O Asparagus, you've stalked my last meal."

Hyperbole
exaggeration for emphasis (the opposite of understatement)

Example: "I'm so hungry I could eat a horse."

Metaphor
comparison between essentially unlike things without using words “like” “as” or “than” 
Example: "[Love] is an ever fixed mark, / that looks on tempests and is never shaken."
Synecdoche
referring to the whole of an object by mentioning part of it


Example: “You drive a great set of wheels.”
Oxymoron
a combination of two words that appear to contradict each other

Example: bittersweet, a terrible beauty
Paradox
a situation or phrase that appears to be contradictory but which contains a truth worth considering

Example: "In order to preserve peace, we must prepare for war."

Personification
the endowment of inanimate objects or abstract concepts with animate qualities

Example: "Time let me play / and be golden in the mercy of his means"

Pun
play on words OR a humorous use of a single word or sound with two or more implied meanings; quibble

Example: "They're called lessons . . . because they lessen from day to day."

Simile
comparison between two essentially unlike things using words such as "like," as," or "as though"

Example: "My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun"

Irony
a contradiction of expectation between what is said and what is meant (verbal irony) or what is expected in a particular circumstance or behaviour (situational), or when a character speaks in ignorance of a situation known to the audience or other characters (dramatic)

Example: "Time held me green and dying / Though I sang in my chains like the sea"

Symbol
an object or action that stands for something beyond itself

Example: white = innocence, purity, hope

Alliteration
the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words

Example: ". . . like a wanderer white"

Assonance
the repetition of similar vowel sounds

Example: "I rose and told him of my woe"
Consonance
the repetition of the same consonant sounds, not necessarily at the beginning of words

Sibilance
the repetition of [s] [z] [sh] [zh] [ch] sounds

Example:  “the bishop’s surplus Sunday surplice”
Elision
the omission of an unstressed vowel or syllable to preserve the meter of a line of poetry

Example: "Th' expense of spirit in a waste of shame"

Onomatopoeia
the use of words to imitate the sounds they describe

Example: "crack" or "whir"

Allusion
a reference to the person, event, or work outside the poem or literary piece

Example: "Shining, it was Adam and maiden"

Stanza
unit of a poem often repeated in the same form throughout a poem; a unit of poetic lines (verse )

Blank verse
unrhymed lines with the same rhythm and number of syllables

Free verse
lines with no prescribed pattern or structure

Couplet
a pair of lines, usually rhymed

Quatrain
four-line stanza or grouping of four lines of verse

Sonnet
fourteen line poem in iambic pentameter with a prescribed rhyme scheme; its subject is traditionally that of love

English Sonnet
a sonnet probably made popular by Shakespeare with the following rhyme scheme: abab cdcd efef gg  (also called Shakespearean Sonnet)
Italian  Sonnet
a form of sonnet made popular by Petrarch with the following rhyme scheme: abbaabba cdecde OR cdcdcd  (also called Petrarchan Sonnet)
Octet
a group of eight lines in poetry

Sestet
a group of 6 lines in poetry.  Often sonnets are structured with a clear octet –sester structure
Inversion
swapping round the natural word order in a line or sentence


Example:  “blessed are the meek”

Anaphora
repetition of the same word at the start of several lines

Triple construction
repetition of three things or structures

Some other basic terms that you should know already:
· Loaded language

· Synonym

· Antonym

· Bias

· Homonym

· Homophone

· Neologism

· Archaism

· Malapropism

· Spoonerism

· Euphemism

· Jargon

· Ambiguity

· Tautology

· Sarcasm

· Cliché

· Stereotype

· Slang

· Colloquialism

· Sentence types: simple, compound, complex, periodic, minor, parallel, loose, balanced

· Parts of speech: noun, verb, adverb, adjective, pronoun, indefinite article, definite article, conjunction, preposition

So, a word to the wise: learn these and don’t be surprised when your teachers use this terminology in class and expect you to understand.  You’re a big boy now: use big words.

