SAM MENDES’S  ROAD TO PERDITION

CHAPTER BY CHAPTER SUMMARY
Chapter 1:
The winter of 1931 (Opening credits)
Voice Over with boy standing by shore. Snowy landscape. Boy (Michael Sullivan Junior/ Michael) biking through crowd of workmen trying to sell newspapers. Returns papers and money to news agents to collect his pay. Steal cigarettes. Biking home smoking. Snowball fight with younger brother, (Peter). Father’s (Michael Sullivan Senior / Sullivan) car drives up. Inside house, mother (Annie Sullivan) preparing dinner and boys doing homework. Michael sent to get father for dinner. Upstairs, watches. Sees his father’s gun. Sullivan covers it up when he realises Michael is there. Family dinner.

Chapter 2: The Wake

Family in car on way to wake for Danny McGovern at Mr Rooney’s house. Father tells Michael not to bring dice. Michael and Sullivan go to pay respects at coffin which is surrounded by ice. Welcomed by John Rooney. Rooney and kids play dice in wine cellar. Michael sent to collect winnings from John Rooney’s jacket in another room upstairs. Meets Connor Rooney who tells him to come back later. 
Chapter 3: Speeches

Funeral speeches at wake. John Rooney and then Finn McGovern speak about Finn’s dead brother Danny. Sullivan, Connor and others discreetly remove Finn when he starts to challenge John Rooney’s business dealings. Take him outside to car. Michael follows to watch. John Rooney instructs Connor to go and see Finn the next night and take Sullivan with him. Back inside people are dancing. John Rooney plays piano and is joined by Sullivan. Connor watches.
Chapter 4: What’s Papa’s job?

Michael and Peter in bed. Michael reading “The Lone Ranger”. Peter wakes from bad dream. Asks Michael what his father’s job is. Michael tells him father works for Mr Rooney, that their father was a war hero and that, because his own parents were dead, John Rooney was like a father to him.  He goes on missions for Mr Rooney and sometimes does secret missions for the president. At breakfast the following morning Sullivan tells Peter he can’t come to his concert because he has to work. When asked what he will be working at, mother gets annoyed. Michael in school day dreaming and then arrives home. Stares at garage.
Chapter 5: Stowaway
Sullivan in garage getting ready for that evening’s job. Gets large case. As he and Connor drive to meeting, we see that Michael has stowed away inside the car to find out what his father does. After the men get out of the car at the warehouse, Michael gets out and watches through a hole in the wall. Inside the warehouse Connor talks to Finn who defends his brother Danny and suggests that Connor himself may be responsible for the money that is apparently missing. Connor suddenly shoots Finn and Sullivan guns down Finn's two friends who are also there before they have time to retaliate. Connor realises someone is outside watching them. Sullivan finds his son outside huddled up and crying. Orders him to say nothing to anyone and tells Connor that Michael won’t talk. Connor walks home. In the garage while still in the car Michael asks his father if his mother knows what he does for a living.
Chapter 6: A man of Honour

Michael lying in bed thinking. Father in garage putting gun case in cupboard. Family breakfast. Michael irritable. Mother learns that he witnessed the previous night’s events. John Rooney arrives but doesn’t enter the house. Gives Michael the money from the dicing and tells him that a man of honour always pays his debts and keeps his word.


Chapter 7:  Natural Law

In bar room John Rooney and Sullivan discuss Michael. Rooney concerned that he will be ok. Sullivan says he won’t talk. John Rooney says that sons were put on the earth to trouble their fathers. Michael in school and gets in a fight.  Big business meeting at John Rooney’s house with Mr Rance, a representative of the Chicago mob. Connor apologises for what happened at warehouse. John Rooney angry. Sullivan is to visit people who owe money. Michael kept in after school writing lines. Sullivan given note by Connor to deliver to Tony Calvino on behalf of his father.  At Calvino’s nightclub the bouncer challenges Sullivan until he knows who he is and then becomes deferential.  Frisks him and takes his gun because Michael tells him to. 

Chapter 8: Collecting Debts

Sullivan and bouncer walk through rooms of nightclub to Calvino’s office. Inside office Calvino is concerned and hides a gun just in case. When he gets the note he seems puzzled by it. Michael realizes something is wrong and shoots Calvino with his own gun then shoots the bouncer. He reads the note “Kill Sullivan and all debts are repaid”. Michael realizes that his son is in danger. Tries to phone house but phone is off the hook. Connor goes to Sullivan house. Kills Annie and Peter, thinking it is Michael. Michael arrives home late. Hears the shots. Sees Connor who doesn’t notice him. Hides outside till Connor is gone.
Chapter 9: Two fathers, Two Sons

Sullivan arrives home. Michael Jnr is sitting in dining room in dark. Father rushes upstairs and discovers bodies.  Shattered. At the Rooney house John curses Connor for what he has done. Hits him repeatedly then hugs him. Sullivan tells his son that they have to leave their home for good, but must visit someone first. Go to John Rooney’s house. Michael waits in the car. Given gun in case anything happens and told to visit Methodist minister if his father doesn’t return. Inside house Sullivan discovers Rooneys have gone. Their spokesman, Mr Kelly, has an offer of $25000 for Sullivan, with a suggestion that he and his son go to Ireland. Tells him that Connor is in hiding. Sullivan shoots him as a message to the Rooneys. Rushes out of house and demands the gun he has given his son. 
Chapter 10: Road to Chicago

Father and son drive across open countryside to Chicago. Sullivan leaves his son in a large waiting room, full of people reading newspapers, (perhaps looking for jobs), while he goes to the Lexington Hotel to visit Frank Nitti. Challenged by Nitti’s henchmen but allowed to go up and wait to see Nitti. Michael Jnr reads the Lone Ranger as he waits for his father. Cries.

Chapter 11: Mr Nitti

Sullivan has interview with Frank Nitti. Offers to work for them in return for their overlooking his killing Connor Rooney. Nitti refuses the offer, telling Sullivan that they are protecting Connor. Advises Sullivan to go home and bury his wife and son. Sullivan rejects the advice and leaves. Connor and John Rooney have been listening to the whole conversation from the next room.  Connor tells his father that they can take Sullivan while he’s still in the hotel building. Connor is sent upstairs and Nitti and John Rooney talk. Nitti advises Rooney to get rid of Sullivan and his son. Rooney agrees to the killing of Sullivan but refuses to allow them to kill Michael. Nitti says he knows who to hire.
Chapter 12: Meet Maguire

Maguire is walking to a crime scene, carrying a camera. Inside house man being taken away by police, after stabbing another man. Maguire pays another policeman so that he can have a few minutes to photograph the body. Sets up camera and then realises that the “body” is in fact not dead. Maguire finishes him off.  Maguire’s apartment.  In darkroom when the phone rings. Nitti gives him information about Sullivan and his son. Around the walls are lots of photographs of bodies. 
Chapter 13: Road to Perdition

Sullivan and Michael in car. Plan is to take Michael to his Aunt Sarah’s house in Perdition. Funeral service for Annie and Peter. John Rooney there. Maguire also there. Sullivan and Michael go into a church. Sullivan prays. Michael takes small statue of Virgin Mary. Back at Sullivan house after funeral, Maguire also there. Eavesdrops on phone call between Aunt Sarah  and Sullivan. Calls operator claiming to have been disconnected so he can learn where Sullivan’s call was made from. Sullivan and Michael drive along road past a graveyard. Maguire enters a motel room., where Sullivan and his son have stayed. Sees statue.


Chapter 14: The Diner

Night. Sullivan and Michael  stop at roadside diner Michael stays in car because he’s not hungry. Maguire arrives. Sees car and stops at the diner. Starts up conversation with Sullivan who is wary of him. Realises why Maguire is there. Sullivan slips a knife off his table, pretends to be drunk and needing to use the toilet. Maguire waits for him and then hears a car start up outside and realises Sullivan has eluded him.  Maguire rushes outside and shoots at car. Sullivan has used knife to puncture the tyre of Maguire’s car. Shoots policeman who has come out of diner to see what is happening. Shoots at car as it drives away. Sullivan shouts at his son to get down. Michael is slow to react.  Gunshot comes through back window. 
Chapter 15: Driving Lessons

Further along the road they drive into a field. Sullivan orders his son out of the car and they fight. Michael feels his father blames him for the deaths of his mother and brother. Sullivan tells his son that it wasn’t his fault but they can no longer go to Perdition because Maguire knows that’s where they are heading. He says they have to change their plans. He will force Chicago to give up Connor by robbing banks that are holding money for Capone. It will require Michael’s help. Michael learns how to drive the car. Nearly hits a tractor.
 Chapter 16: Dirty Money

Small town bank. Sullivan robs the bank taking only money that belongs to the Capone. Tells the bank manager his name and to keep some of the money for himself. Michael drives their getaway car. Over the following weeks Sullivan and his son rob other banks, taking only “dirty money”. Interspersed in this sequence are shots of Maguire who is still looking for them. They also paint their car another colour.
Chapter 17: We’re Bank robbers.

Sullivan and Michael eat dinner in a hotel. Michael tells the barmaid that they’re “Bank robbers”. Asks for $200 as his share of the money. John Rooney sits alone in a room. The phone rings but he ignores it. Connor is phoning him. Nitti is on the phone talking to someone and is angered by the robberies. Connor bursts in and challenges Nitti, questioning why no one will talk to him and saying he’s tired of having to stay in the hotel. Nitti tells him that the only reason he’s still alive is because of his father. Connor threatens Rooney saying that one day, when his father is dead, he will be boss of their organisation and implies that Nitti should treat him with more respect. After Connor leaves, Nitti returns to his phone conversation. It is Maguire he is talking to. He tells Maguire to finds the Sullivans. The Sullivans try to rob another bank but Chicago has already taken their money out. Their accountant, Mr Rance, has been there before them. 

Chapter 18:  Runny Eggs

In a hotel Mr Rance orders breakfast. Sullivan and Michael arrive outside the hotel. Maguire is staying in a room across the street and is watching the hotel. He has a prostitute with him. Sullivan tells his son to sound the horn twice as a warning if he spots any trouble and goes in to see Rance.  Maguire pays the prostitute.  Sullivan asks Rance for information and for some files. Rance refuses him. Maguire is watching the room. He sees Sullivan pull the curtains shut and quickly dresses. Rance is stalling Sullivan. Maguire heads across the road, carrying a machine gun. At first Michael doesn’t see him because he is looking at his book but the screech of car brakes gets his attention. Tries to warn his father but the horn can’t be heard above the sound of telex machine that is transmitting a message. Shoot out in room. Rance hides in the next room but  is killed by Maguire’s shot. Sullivan hits a crystal lamp which shatters, cutting Maguire’s face and temporarily blinding him. Sullivan makes his escape, taking a secure box that Rance had. Maguire shoots out of the hotel window and he wounds Sullivan in the arm. 

Chapter 19: The Farmhouse
Michael and his father are driving along through open countryside. Sullivan faints and needs medical help. Michael stops at an old rundown farmhouse and asks for help. The elderly owners take him and his father in and treat Sullivan, cutting out the bullet. Michael nurses his father. As he recovers, Sullivan sits on the porch talking to the farmer’s wife while Michael helps the old farmer in the fields. She tells Sullivan that his son loves him. Sullivan examines the ledgers that were in Rance’s secure box. Michael comes in. They talk about the past and their interests and their feelings for each other. Before he goes back to bed Michael hugs his father. Sullivan discovers that Connor Rooney has been stealing money from his own father and has numerous bank accounts in the names of men he killed. Next morning they leave the farm house. Old couple find bag full of money and thank you note.
Chapter 20: Only Murderers

Church. Sullivan approaches John Rooney and asks to talk. They go to the crypt where Sullivan tells John about Connor’s embezzling the money but John has known this all along. He chooses to continue protecting Connor even though he regrets that it has cost his relationship with Sullivan and will cost Sullivan’s life.  
Chapter 21: The Rain
Sullivan and Michael Jnr in boarding house room. Sullivan tells Michael Jnr to go to bed there and wait for him. He still has one last thing to do. Before he goes out he writes a note for Michael and strokes his head as Michael sleeps. When he has gone Michael gets up and finds the note. John Rooney and his body guards leave a restaurant. When they get to Rooney’s car, the driver is dead and Rooney cannot get in, because all the doors are locked. Sullivan appears from the shadows, guns down Rooney’s henchman and then Rooney himself. 
Chapter 22: Lexington Hotel Room 1432
Frank Nitti on phone reveals the whereabouts of Connor. Sullivan returns to the Lexington hotel. Nitti’s doormen let him go up to Connor’s room. Sullivan shoots Connor who is in the bath at the time.  Sullivan walks out. He then returns to the hotel room. Michael is sitting on the bed, waiting for him. They hug.
Chapter 23: The Lake House
Sullivan and his son in car driving to Perdition to his Aunt Sarah’s house. Walk along lake shore beach. Dog comes running along. Michael plays with dog while Sullivan goes to the house. No one is there. He watches his son from the window. Suddenly he is shot in the back. Maguire is in the house. He then sets up his camera to take a photo of Sullivan who is dying. Michael Jnr comes in and pick up Maguire’s gun, intending to shot him but he hesitates. Maguire tries to talk him into handing over the gun. Sullivan shoots Maguire as he nears his son. Michael Jnr tells his father he couldn’t shoot Maguire. Sullivan tells his son he is sorry and dies. Michael is left crying.
Chapter 24:  He was My Father (End Credits)

Michael on lake shore. Voice Over. Michael returns to farm house which is being newly painted.

