MARXIST  CRITICISM:  BASICS 1
MARX AND ENGELS
Theory about power and economics devised by Karl Marx in Das Kapital and expanded by Friedrich Engels.

The theory helps explain how and why there is a “rich” class and a “poor” class in society and that the rich have power over the poor.

The rich (the bourgeoisie) own the means of production: the factories  -- and the poor (the proletariat) have to sell their labour in order to survive.  

Wages are kept low so the proletariat can’t become as rich and powerful as the bourgeoisie.  They are too focused on earning enough to survive.
Marx thought it was inevitable that the poor would develop a political consciousness and eventually rise up in revolt at the rich.

Marx’s and Engels’s ideas influenced the leaders of communist revolutions in Russia, China, Cuba, Vietnam, N Korea…
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HEGEMONY:  ANTONIO GRAMSCI

Gramsci believed that one social class dominates another.

The values of the dominant group are called “the dominant ideology.”

The dominant class has the ability to project its own way of seeing the world as being normal, natural and common sense.

The non-dominant class accepts this way of seeing the world and so consents to having no power.

The media’s role can include “bread and circuses” and distract the subjugated class from becoming politically aware of their own lack of power.
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STUART  HALL

Hall believes that the media appear to reflect reality whereas they actually help to construct it.
The media projects ideas that serve the interests of the ruling class.

The dominant ideology is the “preferred reading” of the text.

A text can be “read” in different ways.  Often, this depends on the social situations of the “readers.”

An audience does not necessarily accept the “preferred reading” and can develop an “oppositional reading” or accept some parts of it in a “negotiated reading.”
