ANALYSE THIS:  CLOSE READING AND LANGUAGE ANALYSIS

“Assembly”

Row after row, demure they sit

In soul-subduing grey,

Then as one body rise to sing,

To hear the word, to pray.

So good, so docile, so intent,

On virtue and decorum bent.

But –

Did you see the twitch of a tiger’s tale?

Grin of the fox? The wolf?

In a brown face the sad, bright monkey eyes?

Under the downcast lids, the snake-flick glance?

Did you hear in a muted whisper the mating call?

Cry of the beast of prey?

No, they are safe, subdued, fire-quenched.

Cry unuttered; lust asleep,

Lamb, leopard, lion, in strict alphabetical order.

But suddenly one day

(Time’s revenge, the year’s release)

From the dark shadows if wild life should surge,

Rending the tidy jungle in destruction – 

I, the teacher, what am I?

Tamer?  Killer?  The hunted?

Choose ONE of the following extracts from the poem and analyse it as fully as you can. 
You may have to refer to more than one language device (eg No1 is both a metaphor as well as alliteration)

1 soul-subduing grey

2 So good, so docile, so intent

3 the twitch of a tiger’s tale?

4 the snake-flick glance?

5 safe, subdued, fire-quenched

6 Cry unuttered; lust asleep

7 Lamb, leopard, lion, in strict alphabetical order

8 if wild life should surge

9 the tidy jungle

10 I, the teacher, what am I?
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